
National Commander Attends 2003 
WV Wing Conference and Banquet 

 
Winter Calendar 

 

9-18 Jan WV Wing-Wide 
SAREX Training -  Mis-
sion Base at Clarksburg 

30 Jan -  1 Feb WV Wing 
Unit Commanders Course 
and Commanders Call -  
Mine Academy, Beckley 

6-8 Feb MER Color 
Guard & DDR Training - 
Ft. Pickett, VA  

6-7 Mar AFRCC SAR 
Management Course -
Mine Academy, Beckley 

13 Mar WV Wing Public 
Affairs Roundtable -
Clarksburg Squadron HQ 

13 Mar WV Wing Cadet 
Orientation Rides - 
Charleston Airport 

20 Mar Incident Com-
mand Seminar - Clarks-
burg Squadron HQ 

27 Mar Incident Com-
mand Seminar Continued 
- Clarksburg Squadron 
HQ 

10-11 Apr SAREX Train-
ing at Martinsburg and 
Lewisburg Airports 

16-18 Apr MER Cadet 
Competition - Ft. Pickett, 
VA 

30 Apr - 2 May MER  SAR 
School, Ft. Pickett, VA 

8-9 May WV Wing Cadet 
Leadership School - Loca-
tion TBA 

14-16 May USAF Ob-
served SAREX at Grant 
County Airport , Peters-
burg, WV 

 

Capt Amelia G. Brooks 
Editor, Mountain Flyer 
 

The WV Wing was pleased to 
have in  attendance at our 2003 
Conference and Banquet Civil Air 
Patrol National Commander Maj 
General Richard L. Bowling. 
General Bowling brought greet-
ings from national headquarters 
and shared many of the organiza-
tion’s future plans and recent suc-
cesses with those present at the 
event. 
Other distinguished guest in atten-
dance included: Col Joseph R. 
Vazquez, CAP,  MER/CV, Lt Col 
Gerry E. Sohan, USAF, MELR/
CC, Lt Col Donald L. Burke, 
USAF Ret., Director, CAP-USAF 
Liaison Office VA/WV, Lt Col 
Dale A. Olsen, USAFR, WV 
Wing/IMA, Col Gene Hartman, 
CAP, former MER/CC, Lt Col 
Karen Copenhaver, CAP, MER/
PA, Lt Col Phyllis Griffin, CAP, 

MER/CP, and Maj Leslie Vazquez, CAP, MER/DOVA. Former West Wing Commanders 
present at the Banquet were: Col William Arnott, CAP, Col Mike Nimmo, CAP, Col Gene 
Dalton, CAP, Col Rodney Steorts, and Col Bobby Anderson, CAP. 
The morning conference session included Cadet and Senior training awards and promo-
tions including Cadet Eric Simmons to 1st Lt and Cadet Sterley C. Flanagan to Maj. Sen-
ior promotions included: David Chaney and Bill Motsinger to Capt. Also, presented at this 
session were numerous service awards, Wing Commander Appreciation Awards, and 
Wing Commander Commendation Awards. 
In the afternoon, those attending the conference had the opportunity to participate in fif-
teen varied seminars intended to help train Wing personnel in their particular functional 
areas.  
                                              Continued on Page Two and Three. 

Capt Jeffrey E. Schrock, Director of Public Affairs  
Capt Amelia G. Brooks, Editor 
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Mountain Flyer 
Col Rodney F. Moody, Commander 

The Dais for the 2003 WV Wing Conference included: Left 
to Right, Lt Col Dennis Barron, WV/IG, Col Joseph  

Vazquez, MER/CV, Maj Gen Richard Bowling, CAP/CC, 
Col Rodney Moody, WV/CC, Lt Col David Brooks, WV/
CV, Lt Col Gerry Sohan, MELR/CC,  Mr. Donald Burke, 
CAP-USAF VA/WV LO Director, Lt Col Virgil Martin, 

WV/CS, and C/Capt Cody Pugh  



At 1830 hours those in attendance were treated to an excellent dinner, keynote address by Maj Gen Bowling,  and an 
extensive awards program 
Those units and individuals receiving awards included: Emergency Services Air Support Award: Clarksburg Composite 
Squadron; Emergency Services Ground Support Award: To two units, Mercer County Composite Squadron and Morgan-
town Composite Squadron; Aerospace Education Officer of the Year: Capt Christal M. Akers, WV020; Public Relations 
Officer of the Year: Capt Amelia G. Brooks, WV001; Senior Communicator of the Year: Lt Col John S. Markley, 
WV001;  Check Pilot of the Year: Lt Col David L. Burgess, WV001; Safety Officer of the Year: Maj Benjamin S. Rey-
nolds, WV100; Squadron of the Year: Morgantown Composite Squadron; Squadron of Merit: Charleston Cadet Squad-
ron; Torch Award: Cadet Member, C/Maj Kevin R. Writt and Senior Member, Lt Col Dennis D. Barron; Wing Com-
mander’s Special Commendation Awards: Col Bobby R. Anderson and Maj Carol A. Markley; Honor Cadet of the Year: 
C/Capt Sterley C. Flanagan; Cadet of the Year: C/Maj Michael L. Bennett; and Senior Member of the Year: 1st Lt Ross 
A. White, WV038. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003 WV Wing Conference and Banquet Continued 

Conference Registration General Session Attendees  Posting of the Colors by the Charleston  
Cadet Squadron Color Guard 

Cadets at the Drug Demand  
Reduction Seminar 

1st Lt Bennett and Maj Slaughter  
Conduct the Logistics Seminar 

Boone Squadron Members  
at the Banquet 

1st Lt Richard Judy Accepts the  
Squadron of the Year Award for  

Morgantown Composite Squadron  

Gen Bowling Presents Exceptional  
Service Awards to Lt Col Brooks,  

Col Moody, and Lt Col Moore 

Cousin Luther and Helper initiate Col 
Vazquez, Maj Gen Bowling,  and Lt Col 

Sohan as Honorary Hillbillies  



 

2003 WV Wing Conference and Banquet Continued 

Maj Gen Richard Bowling gives the 
Keynote Address at the Banquet 

C/Maj Michael Bennett Accepts the WV 
Cadet Member of the Year Award 

1st Lt Ross White Accepts the WV Senior 
Member of the Year Award 

Col Bobby Anderson Accepts a Com-
mander’s Special Commendation Award 

Maj Carol Markley Accepts a Com-
mander’s Special Commendation Award 

C/Capt Sterley Flanagan Accepts the 
Honor Cadet of the Year Award 

Col Rodney F. Moody 
Commander 
West Virginia Wing 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, as we start 2004 under high alert of a terrorist attack, let us remember the important role the Civil 
Air Patrol played during the terrible days following 9/11. I know that each and everyone of you stand ready to assist our 
state and nation when called upon, however,  I want to point out some things of importance.   
One of the most important things is to know where our assets are at all times and make sure that they are secure. Terror-
ists will do anything in their power to complete the mission they have been assigned; whether it’s with a large airliner or 
a Cessna 182, a large fuel truck,  or a twelve passenger van.  It doesn’t matter to them.  They are very resourceful and 
have been trained to use any and all vehicles within their reach.  So, it is imperative that we do daily checks on our vehi-
cles and aircraft no matter how secure we think they are.   
My second point, is to ask you to check and double check if necessary your own readiness.  Make sure that all of your 
gear is ready and available.  I would ask that each unit do a quick inventory of all supplies and have a readily available 
list in case other units or even other  Wings may need something that we have.  We must remember that we are all in this 
together and if we have something that somebody else needs, it’s theirs.   
Third,  I would ask that you make sure that your family and friends are as ready as you.  Sometimes we forget that some 
are not as trained as we are and may need some help in preparing for the worst.  Let’s make sure that those around us are 
ready as well. 
As I have stated in earlier e-mails, it is believed that the terrorists are expected to be working and lurking in the rural ar-
eas of our country.  With West Virginia’s rural status and its proximity to other major metropolitan areas, what better 
place is there for  them to be?  The point is, we just never know where they are, and what they may do next.   
We have a variety of training sessions scheduled this year, so I ask you to train hard, but train SAFE.  Your safety is the 
most important thing to think about in all we do.  We need all of you in order to get the job done.           

West Virginia Wing Commanders Comments 



Capt Amelia G. Brooks 
Editor, Mountain Flyer 
 
The WV Wing of the CAP sponsored and held it’s annual Cadet Competition in Buckhannon, WV at the Buckhannon-
Upshur High school.  This competition is held to recognize the cadet component of squadrons who excel in different dis-
ciplines as required by the national CAP.  These disciplines consist of “military bearing, precision in drill, and knowl-
edge of and respect for the flag.” “This is part of their curriculum,” said Capt Jeffery Schrock, WV Wing Director of 
Public Affairs. It helps them to develop leadership skills, and a presence of authority and command. 
Cadet squadrons who participated in the competition were from Clarksburg, Morgantown, Jon McBride and Charleston.  
They were tested in different categories including a timed written examination, indoor and outdoor posting of the colors, 
and a one mile run.  Preparation for this competition is extensive with cadets often training at least for two or three ses-
sions per week for several hours each session.  The winner of the competition progresses to the regional competition 
which will be held in Ft. Pickett, Virginia.   
The winner of the WV Wing competition was the Charleston Cadet Squadron, who could have the possibility of win-
ning on the national level.  Col Moody said that, “from today forward the winner has got their work cut out for them;” 
“Congratulations and good luck.” 
 

 
 

Once again on a cold rainy and snowy night, CAP members of the WV Wing did not hesitate to respond when a mission 
call came from the AFRCC.  Since the new Fiscal year began in October, they have responded to actual missions eight 
times.  Seven of the missions occurred from 5 Nov to 5 Dec 2003.  During the missions there were 466 man hours and 
14.3 flight hours, and all of the missions were at night (as usual), and in most cases, the weather was not good.  The fre-
quency of missions has made it clear to the Wing DOS that there is a need for many more trained ground teams and air 
crews.  The missions this week (1-5) Dec) had Clarksburg and Morgantown crews out on two occasions within three 
days.  Also, Martinsburg had two missions in  three days earlier in the month.  Any WV Squadron could be called to 
duty at any time, so it is imperative that each member be prepared. For those air and ground crews who have spent so 
many hours of duty during the past 30 days, I want to thank each and every one of you for a job well done.  All of the 
missions were difficult, but all were carried out in the tradition of the WV Wing.  There is a saying, “the difficult we do 
immediately– the impossible takes a little longer.”  I think this applies to the Air and Ground Teams in the WV Wing. 
 
Lt Col Eugene Thorn, Director of Emergency Services, West Virginia Wing, Civil Air Patrol 
 

2003 West Virginia Wing Cadet Competition 

Jon McBride Squadron  
Salutes the Colors 

Morgantown Squadron Color Guard  
Poses for a Picture before Competition  

Clarksburg Unit Color Guard  
Performs the Drill 

High Tempo of Recent Emergency Operations 



 

Capt Jeffery Schrock 
Director of Public Affairs 
West Virginia Wing 
 
To celebrate the 62nd anniversary of Civil Air Patrol, West Vir-
ginia Governor Bob Wise signed a proclamation proclaiming 
the week of 14-20 December 2003 as Civil Air Patrol week in 
the state of West Virginia. 
In the proclamation, the Governor encouraged all citizens of 
West Virginia to recognize the outstanding contributions and 
volunteer service of our noteworthy organization.   
The proclamation also recognizes the West Virginia Wing of 
Civil Air Patrol with its twelve units and approximately 650 
men and women senior and cadet officers. 
The proclamation was signed and affixed with the great seal of 
West Virginia by the Governor and was witnessed by Secretary 
of State Joe Manchin, III, on 12 December 2003 at the state 
capitol in Charleston. 

West Virginia State  
Proclamation 

Lt Col Dennis Barron 
Inspector General 
West Virginia Wing 
 
 
The Martinsburg 
Composite Squadron 
marked the end of 
2003 by completing 
six years of participation in the West Virginia Adopt-
A-Highway Program.  
The Adopt-A-Highway Program is co-sponsored by the  
divisions of Highways and Natural Resources. It was  
established in the late 1980s to improve the quality of 
the state’s environment by encouraging public involve-
ment in the elimination of highway litter. Its objective 
is to save taxpayer money by increasing public aware-
ness and to serve as an educational tool by focusing on 
the consequences of littering.  
The program offers volunteers the opportunity to take 
charge of their own environment by making a positive 
effort to create a cleaner, more aesthetic place in which 
to live.  
In the six years that the Martinsburg Squadron has  
participated in this program, the unit members have 
picked up 551 bags of trash along Payne's Ford Road, 
the main thoroughfare leading to the airport. The 551 
bags of trash translates into 19,285 pounds (or 9.64 
tons) of trash and litter that have been removed from 
the highway by the cadets and senior members. The 
squadron has received numerous comments of praise 
from the residents along the roadway, as well as letters 
of appreciation from the Airport Authority, for their 
efforts in keeping the airport community looking good.  
Recently, the unit was highlighted in the West Virginia  
Division of Natural Resources' Adopt-A-Highway 
newsletter.  
The newsletter article praised the squadron members 
for "not only serving our nation in the Civil Air Patrol, 
they improve our community by participating in the 
Adopt-A-Highway." "The newsletter goes to all Adopt-
A-Highway participants in the 8 counties of the greater 
Eastern Panhandle.  
The squadron has adopted nearly three miles of the air-
port roadway, which are designated by highway signs. 
It is great publicity for the squadron, as well as a great 
community service project for its members. 

Martinsburg Squad-
ron’s Adopt-A-Highway 

Project 



2004 WV Wing  
Summer Encampment 

 
Lt Col Dennis Barron, Commander of the WV Wing 
Summer Encampment Programs, announced the dates 
for the 2004 Cadet Summer Encampment. This year's 
encampment will be held from Saturday, June 26th 
through Saturday, July 3rd, and will be held at Camp 
Dawson, in Kingwood, WV.  
Encampment staff members will be asked to report to 
Camp Dawson on June 25th, as part of the advanced 
party. Additional information about the encampment, 
as well as the application procedures will be released in 
March.  
In the meantime, Lt Col David Caudill, Deputy Com-
mander of the encampment has been meeting with rep-
resentatives of the WV National Guard in order to plan 
an exciting schedule of activities for this year's partici-
pants. The WV National Guard Special Forces Group, 
along with the Guard's Drug Demand Reduction repre-
sentatives, have expressed their desire to work together 
with CAP again this year to make the encampment an 
exciting and very enjoyable activity. Lt Col Barron 
noted that the WV Wing Encampment has gained a 
reputation among the surrounding wings for conducting 
an outstanding encampment that offers superior train-
ing to our cadet members. Numerous inquiries have 
already been received from other wings who want to 
send their cadets to the WV Wing Encampment.  
There are also plans to offer a Leadership Training 
Weekend for all prospective cadet staff members, in the 
Spring. This training will prepare cadet officers and 
senior NCOs to handle their duties as encampment staff 
members. Look for more information about this train-
ing weekend in the coming months.  
Be sure to start planning now for the 2004 Cadet Sum-
mer Encampment.  

Wheeling Squadron 
Dedication Ceremony 

 
1st Lt George N. Dragonir 
Public Affairs Officer 
Wheeling Composite Squadron 
 
Immediately after the staff meeting on October 5th a brief cere-
mony was held dedicating the Squadron Headquarters to 
Squadron Commander Col Bernard E. Dalton, and the aircraft 
hanger to Capt Clarence “Whistle” Arno, deceased.   
Lt Col Robert Beatty gave the Main Address, 1st Lt James 
Eames the Invocation and the Benediction, and Lt Col James 
Atkinson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Master of  Ceremo-
nies was 1st Lt George N. Dragonir.   
State Delegates, Tim Ennis, Jack Yost and former State Dele-
gate Roy E. Givens were in attendance.  Delegate Tim Ennis 
announced that $5,000 was secured from the Legislative Digest 
for operating expenses for the squadron.   
Others in attendance were Lt Col Ron Harmon, Commander of 
the Parkersburg Squadron and WV Wing Director of Profes-
sional Development, and Lt Col Rod Moore, Commander of the 
Clarksburg Squadron and Assistance Standardization and 
Evaluation Officer for the WV Wing.    
Media in attendance included: Mr. Mark Davis and his crew 
from television channel WTRF-7 in Wheeling.  Later Mr. War-
ren Scott, a reporter for the Steubenville Herald Star and the 
Brooke Review, interviewed Col Gene Dalton. 
Family members of the honorees present were Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence “Sonny” Arno, Mr. David Dalton, Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
Dalton, and Mr. and Mrs. Wes Dalton and family.   
A special “thank you” to all in attendance and especially to 
Mrs. Elva Atkinson, Lt Col Mildred Dragonir, Capt Ann 
Beatty, Capt Debra Mertz, and 1st Lt Phyllis Dalton for provid-
ing and setting up the refreshments for the event. 

Aerospace Education Activity at  
Greenbrier Composite Squadron 

 
Capt Robert DeVere 
Director of Aerospace Education 
West Virginia Wing 
 
Left: Cadet Sergeant Cassie Hall and Right: Cadet Airman Alex Strat-
mann, members of the Greenbrier Composite Squadron participate in 
an Aerospace Education rocket launch activity. The Wing presents a 
very informative program where cadets are given the opportunity to 
construct and launch their own rockets. The pictures show the real fire 
and smoke that results in a rocket launch. 



Clarksburg Composite Squadron  
Cadets Enjoy Active Year 

Lt Col Rodney A. Moore 
Commander 
Clarksburg Composite Squadron 

Clarksburg Composite Squadron Cadets posed for a group photo at the annual 
Squadron Christmas Dinner.  Lt Col Rodney A. Moore, Squadron Commander, re-
ported cadet accomplishments and activities for 2003 to everyone gathered for the 

Dinner.  “Our cadet ranks were diminished in the spring of 2003 by high school 
graduations and subsequent enrollment in college by many of the cadets”, Lt Col 
Moore stated.  Our cadet ranks were reduced to 9 cadets in early summer, but we 

have since more than doubled the number of cadet members to our present total of 
21”.  Lt Col Moore attributed this tremendous growth to an active recruiting pro-

gram and the hard work of both senior members and cadets. The Squadron contin-
ues to focus on cadet recruiting and is maintaining a very active cadet program to 
promote retention of all cadet members.  Some of the many activities in which ca-

dets participated this past year are: 
• Summer encampment ( 4 cadets) 
• Oshkosh Aerospace Education Trip (5 cadets) 
• Wing Conference and Drug Demand Reduction (DDR) Seminar ( 5 cadets) 

                                                  •        Clarksburg Squadron DDR Seminar (12 cadets) 
                                                  •        Numerous actual and practice SAR missions as ground team members and/ 
                                                                or trainees                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                  •        Cadet orientation flights, including several glider flights 
                                                  •        WV Wing Color Guard Competition 

 
“I am particularly proud of our Color Guard for their hard work in preparing for the competition” remarked Lt Col 
Moore.  “They started from scratch and represented our Squadron very well.  I want to thank C/Maj Danielle DeAngelo 
for her dedication in training and preparing the team”.  C/Maj DeAngelo is a member of the New Jersey Wing who is 
attending Fairmont State College.  New Jersey’s loss has been our gain. 
“With continued hard work and dedication, I expect even greater accomplishments from our cadets in the coming year”, 
said Lt Col Moore.    

   
PARKERSBURG CAP CADET  

MEMBER IS NOW AT THE  
CITADEL MILITARY COLLEGE 

 
 
Robert L. Stevens is a student at the Citadel Military college in South Caro-
lina.  He is a freshman and member of the class of 2007 majoring in Civil En-
gineering.   
Cadet 2nd Lt Stevens has been a member of the Parkersburg Composite 
Squadron since 1997 where he was Cadet Commander for two years.  He is 
still a member, and is continuing in a military role at the Citadel.  Good luck 
to 2nd Lt Stevens from all of us in West Virginia. 



Mercer Composite Squadron Activities 
Lt Col Larry Smith 
Commander 
Mercer Composite Squadron 
 
The Mercer Composite Squadron took a two day trip to the United States Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base near Dayton, OH. Fourteen unit members participated in the trip.  The cadets had quite an adventure interact-
ing with the numerous exhibits the museum has to offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mercer County Composite Squadron Color Guard was chosen to lead the annual 
Bluefield, WV Christmas parade for the second year in a row. Cadets pictured 
are, from left to right and front to back,  A1C Brent Deskins, 2nd Lt Randy 
Smith, SSgt Kimberly Smith, AB Joshua Hamby, and A1C Mary Beth Gill. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lt Col Larry Smith presents the manager of the local Sam’s Club with a cer-
tificate of appreciation for their help in obtaining a grant for operational ex-
penditures from the Sam’s Club Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mercer Composite Squadron Per-
sonnel Train on Ground Team 
Skills during a SAREX conducted 
on 18 November 2003. 

Cadet Kimberly Smith  
Tries on a NASA Space Suit 

Members of the Unit Stand  
in Front of a Missile 

Cadets Andrew Christian and Brent  
Deskins Look at an X-15 



One quiet evening with nothing to do 
The phone rings and an airman says, ‘guess who’ 
A satellite has picked up a signal for you to find 
Just a short trip on a cold, dark night, if you don’t 
mind 
 
We have a coordinate that is only a few hours old 
We’ve been waiting for it to get dark and cold 
The location is near your State line 
Just a short four hour drive, and if you don’t mind 
Go at once and see what you can find 
 
We will keep you informed every hour or two 
And throw in a negative hit once you have gone 
So keep your ears open and your eyes on the road 
It will be daylight by the time you are done 
 
Out in the night go a dedicated few 
To track a signal as they trained to do 
After four hours with nothing heard 
The satellite reports a negative two 
 
Time to head for home our night work is done 
A warm bed is where we want to be 
A stop for Coffee to warm the soul 
Our IC says to wait for a negative three 
 
A new hit is reported about 40 miles away 
The satellite is playing one of its special games 
A hit here and there, just to keep us awake  
We scan the map to see what road to take 
 
Two hours later with nothing found 
The satellite reports a negative one 
The sun is rising and it’s starting to snow 
In the cold and dark travel is slow 
 
Our IC calls with some good news 
The satellite reports a negative two 
I know a warm bed is what you want to see 
But stay there and wait for a negative three 
 

An Emergency Services  
Director’s Lament  

 
by Lt Col Gene Thorn 

 
Its Official, The Morgantown Composite 

Squadron has an affiliated Aviation Explorer 
Post sponsored by the unit. This opens up the 
door wider to the youth of the area that have 

an interest in Aviation. 

Parkersburg Squadron Open House 
Capt Amelia G. Brooks 
Editor, Mountain Flyer 
 
Recently, the Parkersburg Composite squadron of the WV Wing 
held an open house and was host to a large number of people at 
the Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Airport, Gill Rob Wilson Field in 
Parkersburg, WV.   
Proceeding the Invocation, the Pledge of Allegiance and wel-
come address by Lt Col Ron Harmon, Squadron Commander, 
the following local dignitaries were introduced: Carolyn 
Schrock, PKB Airport Manager, Bevan Guthrie, Representative 
of the Dept. of Veterans Affairs, Rick Modesitt, President of the 
Wood County Commission, Senator Frank Deem, and keynote 
speaker, Senator Donna Boley.   
During the proceedings Senator Donna Boley received her com-
mission as a Major in the Legislative Squadron of the WV Wing 
from Lt Col David C. Brooks, Vice Commander, WV Wing.   
Despite the freezing weather the open house was well attended.  
Remarks were made by several people in regard to the exhibits; 
they were especially impressed by the equipment on display and 
to the knowledge of the cadets that were manning the exhibits.  
All this knowl-
edge was pre-
sented and dis-
played in a very 
professional man-
ner.  The emer-
gency communi-
cation van was 
also in top form 
for people to see.  
People were also 
interested in the 
ELT presentation 
that displayed a 
lost person search. 
The event was 
conducted be-
tween 10:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM with 
the airport provid-
ing some outdoor 
flying of model 
airplanes. A WV   
National Guard 
“Huey “ UH-1 
Helicopter and 
other vintage air-
planes were on 
display.  It was a 
successful day full 
of activities for 
young and old.   

Senator Donna Boley Receives Her Commission 
as a Major in the Legislative Squadron of the 

West Virginia Wing of the Civil Air Patrol  
From Lt Col David Brooks 

Wing Vice Commander 

Open House Guests Tour the Aerospace Educa-
tion and Emergency Services Display Area 



2003 Middle East Region Conference 
Capt Amelia G. Brooks 
Editor, Mountain Flyer 
 
West Virginia Wing took home five top individual awards  from the recent 2003 Middle East Region Conference. Col 
Rodney Moody commented that not only was the WV Wing well represented at the conference with ten members pre-
sent;  six members of the Wing were recipients of the following awards:  MER Senior Member of the Year, Lt Col 
Gene Thorn WV001; MER Administrator of the Year, Capt Pamela F. Miller-Readd WV060; MER Historian of the 
Year, Capt Jeff Schrock WV001; MER Personnel Officer of the Year, Capt Walter M. Lockhart WV100; and MER 
Safety Officer of the Year, 1LT Brian L. Shatzer WV060.  
Wing Commander Rodney Moody said that “these awards represent hours of time, effort, and dedication to the success 
of the WV Wing, the Middle East Region, and Civil Air Patrol in the nation. “  
Wing members who attended the conference were: Col Rod Moody, Lt Col Connie Moody, Lt Col John Markley, Major 
Carol Markley, Major Ben Reynolds, Capt Trina Lindsey, Lt Col Dave Brooks, Capt Amy Brooks, and Cadet Sterley 
Flanagan and Cadet Bradley Lilly from the Greenbrier Composite Squadron, attended the conference. 

 

The CAP Cadet Mascot MER Conference General Session Tuskegee Airman Sam O’Dennis   


